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RESEARCH NOTE

Personal Well-Being in Rapid Growth and Stable
Communities: Multiple Indicators and
Contrasting Results!

Richard S. Krannich and Thomas Greider
Department of Sociology, Utah State University, Logan, Utah 84322

ABSTRACT A burgeoning sociological literature pertaining to the effects
of rapid community growth in the western U.S. has repeatedly asserted
that the “boom” often accompanying energy development projects results
in multifaceted social disruption. However, such conclusions have been
subjected to increasing scrutiny and criticism in recent years. Among the
limitations of the “social disruption” hypotheses has been a tendency to
assert the existence of social pathologies as characterizing boom com-
munities generally. Such an approach overlooks the possibility that success
or failure at coping with the changes which accompany boom growth will
vary substantially across distinct subpopulations in rapid growth com-
munities. In this paper we address this possibility. Using three distinct
indicators of personal well-being, we examine differences and similarities
between boom town mobile home residents, boom town residents in con-
ventional homes, and residents of a stable comparison community. Results -
provide evidence of disruption on only one of the well-being indicators
and also indicate the importance of disaggregating boom town populations
into distinct subpopulations when attempting to assess the effects of rapid
growth.

Introduction

During the 1970s energy developments in the western U.S. became
a focus of considerable controversy at local, regional, and national
levels (Clemente and Krannich, 1982; Little, 1976). One of the issues
related to such developments has revolved around the social effects
of rapid population growth in the generally small, isolated, rural
communities affected by large-scale resource extraction and conver-
sion processes. Although residents of rural communities are generally
receptive to such projects on the basis of expected employment and
economic growth (Little and Lovejoy, 1979), some local residents and
many social scientists are convinced that possible economic benefits
may be overwhelmed by fiscal distress, disruption of established ways
of life, and pathological social disorganization, which presumably
accompany rapid development (Cortese, 1982; Cortese and Jones,
1977; Gold, 1974; Wilkinson et al., 1982).
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